Laser angioplasty in coronary artery disease.
At the present time all laser coronary angioplasty systems in use are investigational devices awaiting FDA approval. Preliminary results in human trials of several coronary laser angioplasty systems have been reported and appear encouraging. The technological achievement of delivering laser energy to the coronary circulation and opening occluded arteries has been accomplished. The much more difficult question of determining which patients, if any, should be offered this very expensive technology remains to be answered.